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Schomburg Acquires Progressive Societyôs Archives 

O 
n June 7, 2011, Margo 

Brodie was among a 

select group of 

distinguished attorneys 

nominated by President Barack 

Obama to sit as a Federal Judge.   

Should the Presidentôs nomination 

clear the Senate, Ms. Brodieôs 

appointment will fill a seat on the 

United States District Court, serving 

the Eastern District of New York.  

      In addressing the nominees, 

President Obama said, "[t]hroughout 

their careers, these individuals have 

shown a dedication to justice. I am 

proud to nominate them to serve the 

American people from the district 

court bench.ò 

Ms. Brodie was born in the 

village of Freetown.  She attended 

Freetown Primary and Pares 

Secondary schools in Antigua.  She 

completed her college education at 

(Continued on page 3) 

T 
he papers, correspondence and materials 

accumulated by the 

Antigua & Barbuda 

Progressive Society, 

the oldest Antiguan and 

Barbudan have been acquired 

by the Schomburg Center for 

Research in Black Culture in 

Harlem, a research division of 

the New York Public Library. 

ñThis remarkable 

collection documents the life of 

ordinary Antiguans and 

Barbudans whose sacrifice and 

struggle laid the foundation for 

many generations in New York 

City" said Jasmine Mack, 

Acting President of the 

Society.  

      Through personal 

letters, reports, handwritten 

manuscripts, the public will get a privileged look at the 

life, struggle and sacrifice of 

Antiguans and Barbudans 

who migrated to the New 

York area in hopes of 

creating a better life for 

themselves and their 

families, while still holding 

on to the love of home.  

     ñWe are immensely 

pleased and proud that our 

collection was selected by  

The Schomburg Center,ò 

Ms. Mack stated.  ñThe 

story of Antiguans and 

Barbudans in New York will 

be preserved for future 

generations.ò 

The Antigua & Barbuda 

Progressive Society is the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Antigua & Barbuda Progressive Society:  Rear - Claudine Murphy, Gloria Rawlins, 
Esworth James, Mona Manigo, Tyrone Peters, Danny Knowles, Front - Acting President 
- Jasmine Mack, Brenda Harris-Ephraim, Megan Mack, M. Roz Olatunji, Dawn Martin, 
Josephine Blaize, Gina Philip, Aggrey Jacobs, Patrick Gomes, Kwasi Olatunji, 
Seated: Eldest Member - Sister Magaret Maynard 

Obama Nominates Antiguan Lawyer to the Federal Bench  
By Beverly Benjamin-George 
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O 
n July 

21, 

2011, 

Dr. 

Jacqui Quinn 

Leandro and the 

Speaker of the 

House of 

Representatives and 

Secretary of the Board of Education Ms. D 

Gizelle Isaac were interviewed on Observer 

Radio. The discussion centered on, among 

other things, the construction of the new 

National Library. 

Those of us who 

look forward with 

keen anticipation to 

the completion of 

ñourò library and the 

further development 

of a National 

Library Service 

were disappointed 

once more. Nothing 

new was 

presentedðjust the 

usual canned 

responses.   

As the interview 

continued, a dark 

cloud of foreboding 

came over me.  I 

was left to draw the 

only logical 

inference - If things 

continue the way 

they have, THE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WILL NOT BE FINISHED FOR 

ANOTHER GENERATION.  

While it is well settled that a 

functioning library promotes literacy and 

learning, and also stabilizes and strengthens 

communities, the sad fact is, in Antigua & 

Barbuda, a functioning the public library is 

not a priority, and there is neither political, 

nor collective will to make it so. 

I remember the social commentary of 

Calypsonian King Short Shirt when I was a 

youthð ñAwake the youth my sleeping 

country.  Wake them, before they grow too 

old to care.ò These words were uttered over 

35 years ago, and the ñyouthò that he was 

referring to are now the leaders of the 

country.  Reflecting back on those 

prophetic words, one cannot help but ask, 

was King Short Shirt right?  Have todayôs 

leaders, the youth of so many years ago, 

grown too old to care? 

We recently learned of Antigua & 

Barbudaôs abysmal performance on the 

2011 CXC examinations, with a 29 percent 

pass rate for mathematics and poor 

performance in English.  Are the 

government representatives aware that a 

library can be a valuable partner with 

schools and community organizations in 

developing literacy and 

math skills? 

     I must admit, coming to 

the realization that there 

will not be a National 

Public Library in the near 

future is a really hard pill to 

swallow, but when faced 

with reality, one has to 

come to terms.  With that 

said, as an organization, we 

must focus on the future 

and empower individuals 

on the ground so that they 

can build functional 

institutions.  We will 

therefore continue with our 

mandate, to promote 

literacy and the literary arts 

in Antigua and Barbuda, 

whether that means 

procuring scholarships to 

create School Media 

Specialists; assisting 

village libraries ï whatever 

it takes. 

=== 

The news is not all bad.  In this issue, 

we are happy to report that the Schomburg 

Library has acquired the archival papers of 

the Antigua & Barbuda Progressive 

Societyðan amazing testimony to our trail-

blazing sisters and brothers who made a 

way for the Antiguan and Barbudan 

Diaspora in New York. President Barack 

Obama recently nominated an Antiguan to 

sit on the Federal Bench.  We hope that you 

enjoy this edition, and send us your 

feedback.  Consider becoming a member. 

With your voice, we can make a difference. 

From The Presidentõs Desk 

By Beverly Benjamin-George 

Program from the May 6, 1999 Ground 
Breaking Ceremony for the New Public 

LibraryñAnother dream deferred. 
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Scenes from FOAPL -
NYõS 2011 Spring 

Brunch ñIn Search of  
Our Roots  

President Obama Nominates Antiguan To The Federal Bench  

St. Francis College in Brooklyn, where she graduated 

Magna Cum Laude, and obtained her Juris Doctor degree 

from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Ms. Brodie began her career in public service as an 

Assistant Corporation Counsel of the City of New York.  

She also worked at the law firm of Carter, Ledyard & 

Milburn, participating in a variety of commercial cases.  

Ms. Brodie returned to public service, this time for the 

United States Justice Department, where she served as an 

Assistant United States Attorney representing the United 

States in a variety of cases, including those involving 

public corruption, money laundering, and narcotics and 

gun trafficking.  Ms. Brodie has been the Deputy Chief of 

the Criminal Division since 2007. 

In addition to her extensive legal experience, 

Ms. Brodie is a former President of the 

Association of Black Women Attorneys, a 

member of the 

Association of the Bar of 

the City of New York, the 

Metropolitan Black Bar 

Association, and the 

National Black 

Prosecutors Association.  

She served as a legal 

advisor to the Nigerian 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related 

Offences Commission.  She served on several panels, 

including one addressing Financial Crimes and 

Intellectual Property for law enforcement officials in 

Trinidad, sponsored by the United States Department of 

Justice and the United States Embassy, and attended the 

FBIôs African and Middle Eastern National Academy 

Associates Conference in Ghana.  She is also an Adjunct 

Professor at Brooklyn Law School. 

Once confirmed by the US Senate, Ms. Brodie will 

be the only Caribbean-born Juris on the Federal bench. 

Ms. Brodie was one of the honorees at this yearôs 

Independence Gala in New York.   

We wish her good luck in her endeavors, and salute 

her achievements which are a testament to her hard work 

and dedication.  


